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Change in Educational Access Measure 
 
In response to input received on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), notably from 
USEPA, the status of Alternative 1 as non-preferred was reconsidered.  Alternative 1 was shown 
as non-preferred in the DEIS because of its low performance on project goals.  As part of this 
reassessment, the performance indicators used on project goals were reexamined by INDOT.  
During this reconsideration, assumptions regarding the indicators were reevaluated.  As a result 
of this reevaluation, a change in the indicator for access to education has been made in the FEIS. 
 
This indicator, Increase in Population Within One Hour of Major Educational Institution, was 
used in both the Draft Level 2 Alternatives Analysis Report (dated October 16, 2001), and the 
DEIS (dated July 22, 2002).  For each alternative, this measure estimated (in the Year 2025) the 
added number of people within one hour of major educational institutions in the Study Area.  As 
was noted in both the above report (p. 17) and the DEIS (Appendix O, Route Concepts Screening 
Report), no Indianapolis area institutions were included in this analysis.  No comments were 
received either from the public or review agencies on this assumption.  These documents were 
the subject of a total of six public hearings/meetings as well as (in the case of the DEIS) a 90-day 
formal comment period.  Even though no comments regarding this assumption were made, 
INDOT and FHWA concluded, upon further review, that educational opportunities available in 
Indianapolis should be included in measuring increased access to education. 
 
When the largest institution in Indianapolis is included (Indiana University – Purdue University 
Indianapolis (IUPUI), enrollment 29,000), virtually all of the Study Area is within one hour of a 
major educational institution.  Thus, in order to assess the increased access to education offered 
by alternatives, a similar measure has been devised and included in the FEIS. 
 
This measure, Additional Access Opportunities to Higher Educational Institutions, considers the 
added number of students who have one-hour access to each major educational institution within 
the Study Area.  It is computed as follows, as shown in Table JJ-1 at the end of this appendix: 
 

• For each major educational institution (defined as an institution of higher education with 
an enrollment of at least 5,000), the increase in the number of people who will have new 
one-hour access to that institution is calculated. 

 
• The cumulative measure for each alternative is the sum of these increases for all major 

educational institutions.  In some cases, the same person is counted more than once; for 
example a person with new one-hour access to IUPUI may also have new one-hour 
access to Ivy Tech – Indianapolis.  Thus, the total numbers given in the TOTALS row of 
the table measure the increased number of education choices each alternative provides. 
 

Also included at the end of this appendix is a chart comparing the performance of alternatives on 
this measure. 
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Major conclusions from this reconsideration are as follows: 
 

• All alternatives show some increase in access to higher education. 
• Every major educational institution in the Study Area is provided increased access by at 

least one of the alternatives. 
• This performance measure provides a similar ranking of alternatives as the method used 

in the DEIS. 
• The Preferred Alternative 3C provides the third highest additional access opportunities to 

major higher educational institutions of all the alternatives. 
 
By way of comparison, the measure was recomputed for institutions of higher education with 
enrollments of over 1,000.  This calculation is illustrated in Table JJ-2.  A comparison of Tables 
JJ-1 and JJ-2 shows that varying the enrollment threshold for a “major” institution does not cause 
a significant change in the ranking of alternatives on improving access to education.  Varying the 
threshold causes only four of the alternatives to change their relative ranking.  Using a 5,000 
enrollment threshold, Alternative 1 ranks 9th and Alternative 2A ranks 10th; under a 1,000 
enrollment threshold, Alternative 1 ranks 10th and Alternative 2A ranks 9th.  Also, under the 
5,000 enrollment threshold, Alternative 2C ranks 2nd and Alternative 5A ranks 4th; under a 1,000 
enrollment threshold, Alternative 2C ranks 4th and Alternative 5A ranks 2nd.  The other eight 
DEIS alternatives have identical rankings under both criteria. 
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